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“Then” is an adverb, not a conjunction.



“Then” is an adverb, not a conjunction.

uWRONG: Jay took the record out of the 
sleeve, then put it on the turntable.

uRIGHT: Jay took the record out of the sleeve 
and then put it on the turntable.

uRIGHT: Jay took the record out of the sleeve. 
Then he put it on the turntable.



Correlative Conjunctions

uEXAMPLES: either...or, neither...nor, 
both...and, not only...but also, not...but

uNo comma.
uWhat comes before the first conjunction must 

make grammatical sense with what comes 
after the second conjunction.



Correlative Conjunctions

u I have not only been to the ACES conference 
but also the Editors Canada conference.

I have been to not only the ACES conference but 
also the Editors Canada conference.



Correlative Conjunctions

u I either will or I won’t.

I either will or won’t.

Either I will or I won’t.







’
uAn apostrophe is an apostrophe is an 

apostrophe. A single opening quotation mark 
should never take the place of an apostrophe.

The ’80s were fabulous.
Sic ’im, boy!
(sic) ‘im, boy!



Splices

u It’s not you, it’s me.

u I can’t go to the beach, I don’t have sunscreen.



Splices



Em Dash



Em Dash



Dash Splice

uWe aren’t going to make it — there are too 
many traffic lights between here and there.

u It’s not that your way is right — it’s just that I 
don’t care enough.

We aren’t going to make it. There are too 
many traffic lights between here and there. 

It’s not that your way is right; it’s just that I 
don’t care enough.



Parallel Construction

u I’m married and have two kids.

uShe is a great listener, kisser and has a good 
sense of humor.

I am married and have two kids.

She is a great listener and kisser and has a good 
sense of humor.



Parallel Construction

uA lover of green eggs and ham, he eats them 
on a bus, a hill, in a plane, a car, a café and at 
a baseball game.

A lover of green eggs and ham, he eats them 
on a bus, on a hill, in a plane, in a car, in a 
café and at a baseball game.



Give this envelope to (him/her) whoever is the 
winner.

WRONG
Give this envelope to whomever is the winner.



I drink wine at least four or five times a week.

Is it at least four or at least five?

I drink wine at least four times a week.

I drink wine four or five times a week.



Partial Quotes

uThe person who “doesn’t want to talk about it” 
usually does.

uMy daughter has completely alienated me 
because I “can’t find my own way.”



Partial Quotes

uThe person who doesn’t “want to talk about it” 
usually does.
“I don’t want to talk about it.”

uMy daughter has completely alienated me 
because I can’t find my own way.
“You can’t find your own way.”



Percentage Increase

uLast year, 40 percent of attendees at the 
ACES conference were freelancers. This year, 
50 percent of people at the conference are 
freelancers.

25 percent



uThere were 58,220 Americans killed in the 
Vietnam War. Of those soldiers, 523 died in 
Cambodia.

Only members of the Army are soldiers.



Military

uArmy: soldiers
uMarine Corps: Marines
uNavy: sailors
uAir Force: airmen
uCoast Guard: Coast Guardsmen

catchall: service members, troops, 
members of the armed forces/military



uThere were 58,220 American casualties in the 
Vietnam War.



Casualties

uThere were 58,220 American casualties in the 
Vietnam War.

There were more than 366,000 American 
casualties in the Vietnam War, including those 
who were killed, wounded, missing or captured in 
action.



uFor months, we flirted back and forth when 
she came into the store and one day finally 
exchanged numbers.

uLast week, he brought a suitcase over and has 
spent every night here since.

For months, we flirted back and forth when she 
came into the store, and one day we finally 
exchanged numbers.

Last week, he brought a suitcase over, and he 
has spent every night here since.



uA cause you used to be passionate about has 
lost luster in your mind’s eye. You’ll hone in 
on exactly why.

A cause you used to be passionate about has 
lost luster in your mind’s eye. You’ll home in 
on exactly why.



Home/Hone



Home/Hone





u If you’re one of those people that gets 
heartburn and then treats...

If you’re one of those people that get
heartburn and then treat...



uThe girl was walking on the sidewalk and 
dropped her scoop of ice cream on the 
cement.

The girl was walking on the sidewalk and 
dropped her scoop of ice cream on the 
concrete.



Cement/Concrete



u If ever there were a bad president, it’s Donald 
Trump.



u If ever there was a bad president, it’s Donald 
Trump.



u If ever there were a rapture, I would surely be 
left behind to burn.



uThis session began at 1 p.m. CST.

This session began at 1 p.m. CDT.



Plethora

uA flavorful medley of vegetables, the heart of 
this meal is the plethora of tender, savory beef. 
— KoreAm, 2003



Plethora



Plethora



Plethora



u In an effort to recreate their college 
experience, the 30-somethings played a game 
of Beirut.

In an effort to re-create their college 
experience, the 30-somethings played a game 
of Beirut.



Recreate/Re-create

uThe 30-somethings recreated by playing a 
nostalgic game of Beirut.



u“Aren’t I great?”







“Podium” Instead of “Lectern”



Redundancies

uShe made it clear that the terms of the 
agreement were unacceptable.

She made clear that the terms of the agreement 
were unacceptable.



Redundancies



Redundancies

uThe reason why I hate you is because I saw a 
picture of you in Charlottesville.

The reason I hate you is I saw a picture of you in 
Charlottesville.







Redundancies

uAt the Pyeongchang Olympics, China’s Wu 
Dajing set a new record in short track speed 
skating by finishing the 500-meter race in 
39.584 seconds.

At the Pyeongchang Olympics, China’s Wu 
Dajing set a record in short track speed skating 
by finishing the 500-meter race in 39.584 
seconds.





uThe only person he told was Jack, his 
confidante.

The only person he told was Jack, his 
confidant.

Her confidante, Sue, knew all her dirty little secrets.





uThe proposed tax cuts will benefit the rich.

The proposed tax cuts would benefit the rich.



uAfter looking at all the menu options, the steak 
jumped out at her.

DANGLING MODIFIER



Dangling Modifiers/Participles

uHorrid and putrid, he walked past the roadkill.

uYour lack of preparation will bite you in the ass 
while taking the exam.



Jeopardy!

uA major battle in 9 A.D. established this river 
as the boundary between the Roman Empire 
and Germany.

A major battle in A.D. 9 established this river 
as the boundary between the Roman Empire 
and Germany.



A.D.



Like/Such As


